
                           
 

 
 

Join us Tuesday, June 5th at 6:00 pm 
at the Ira Nelson Horticultural Center  

 
 

What an exceptional show!!!  Our chapter never ceases to amaze me.  Our teamwork makes 

the show run smoothly, and our enthusiasm keeps attracting more and more people to our 

shows.  As a result, we keep breaking records!  We will present participation stats and dollar 

amounts at our June meeting, but the most important aspect of our big show is spreading 

awareness and excitement about our great hobby.  I thank all of you who volunteered and 

participated.  Job well done! 
 

I have asked Sandra Theall to present to you the information she shared at All Seasons on 

hibiscus pests and diseases.  She will begin by giving us a detailed rundown of the visible 

baddies and nasties that feast on our plants then provide tips for diagnosing the culprits 

you cannot see.  Following that, we as a group will share organic and chemical remedies that 

have worked (or not worked) for us. 
 

Our show may be over and the show season winding down, but there is still so much to share 

and learn about our beloved tropical hibiscus.  Our next challenge will be the dog days of 

summer. 
 

I’ll see you on June 5th!  MBAC President, Ryan Perry 
 

 
 

2019 Hibiscus Calendar Contest 
 

Our Bloom Photo Contest continued in May with 
Buddy Short with Chris Luk and Mary Vidrine 
with My Darlin’ getting the winning votes.  
Bring your 4x6 bloom photos to the meeting or 
email to Buddy for entry.  Each member can enter 
two photos in the monthly contests. They do not 
have to be recent photos, but must be blooms you 

have grown.   
Reminder!  Winning photos should be emailed to Buddy 
(buddy@acadianahibiscus.com) as soon as possible. 

Mike Bernard Acadiana Chapter 
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     Welcome New MBAC Members! 
Lynn Musumeche   Ravi Daggula 
Courtney Martin   Ellen Garacci 
Martha Corneil   Cindy Bealer 
Tina Martin 
Kim Richard 

& Welcome Back to  
Ted & Shirley Bourque  
Jeff & Martha Courville 

 

 
 

MBAC 2018 Dues Renewal 
 

On June 1st I will be submitting our 2018/19 chapter roster to the AHS as our 
existing membership for the coming year. Most of our 2017/18 members have 
already renewed however there are still a few who have not. If it is your intention 
to remain an active member, full or associate, yet have failed to pay your annual 
news it is imperative that you email your intentions to me immediately. A simple 
email will be sufficient to remain on the current roles. You can settle up your dues 
in the near future........................good blooming everyone...........................Buddy 

Gloria Mikulenka 
Inez Barras 

Martha Dousay 

Elwood Courvelle 
Ann Primeaux 
Jeff Courville 
Robert Price 
Emily Kean 

Ellen Garacci 
Joyce Melebeck 



 
AHS National Convention 

June 21st to June 24th, 2018 
Embassy Suites Hotel - Ft. Myers/Estero, FL 

10450 Corkscrew Commons Drive 

(239) 949-4222 

 

HOTEL RATE 
Double - $119 per night 

King - $119 per night 
BREAKFAST IS INCLUDED 

Call 239-949-4222 to make reservations. 

Upcoming Events 
 

Lone Star II Hibiscus Show    June 3, 2018 
MBAC Meeting      June 5, 2018 

AHS National Convention - Ft. Myers, Florida 
June 21-24, 2018 

MBAC Meeting      July 3, 2018 
MBAC New Member Barbecue   Date to be Announced 
MBAC Meeting      September 4, 2018 
MBAC Meeting      October 2, 2018 
MBAC Meeting      November 6, 2018 

 



Identify yourself as a member of the American Hibiscus Society. 
Deadline for reservations is May 28, 2018.  

Rooms will be released by the hotel on May 29. 
 

REGISTRATION COSTS 

Registration $30 

Registration after June 13 - $40 

Saturday Night Banquet - $30 

Payable by check, PayPal, or credit card to:  
AHS Treasurer, PO Box 1580, Venice, FL 34284-1580 

 
 

Buddy’s Blooms and Things 
 

Occasionally in this wonderful hobby you run across information that is so profound and right 

on the money that few, if any, changes or adjustments need to be made. Such is this article 

entitled “Defeating Summers Two Major Culprits”. This article was written my our friend and 

New Orleans chapter President Father Robert Gerlich. I have added a few personal comments in 

blue as most of these procedures have been tried by me with successful results. If possible you 

should save this article so that you can refer to it on a continuing basis. It is so appropriate for 

this time of year and will continue to be for many years to come. Read it well and don’t be 

afraid to ask any questions you might have.... 

Defeating Summer’s Two  Greatest Killers:  
Spider Mites and Improper Watering 
 

I wrote about these dual threats to our plants’ health last year, but the threat remains. So I 
thought it important to repeat my discussion as both mites and improper watering practices 
are prime causes of plant fatality during the summer heat. 
 
From what I have been able to judge, the only creatures that flourish in our summer heat are 
the bugs! Hibiscus begin to languish as temperatures climb into the 90s. But as they struggle 
with the heat, the opportunistic bugs flourish. Heat and high, dry temperatures provide the 
ideal conditions for perhaps the most pernicious and damaging hibiscus pest -- spider mites. 
Our recent rains will help to hold down the mite populations, but they will spread quickly if 
we have an extended period of high pressure with its dry, hot temperatures. 
 
Spider mites are not true insects, but tiny members of the arachnid family -- spiders.  
 
Nonetheless, they are terrible pests capable of causing serious damage to hibiscus as well as to 
any number of other plants. Their feeding leaves holes in the leaf surface from which moisture 



escapes, leading to rapid desiccation. The leaves yellow and dry quickly. If unchecked, the 
mites can even kill the plant — a fact most of us know from sad experience. In most cases, 
however, mites seldom kill large plants if treated. Smaller plants and young seedlings can 
quickly succumb to the toxic chemicals injected by mites as they feed. So pay especially close 
attention to younger plants, checking under their leaves frequently for signs of mites. Spider 
mites, like all garden pests, are best dealt with early and with the use of as little chemical 
poisons as possible. Thus I recommend that you make a habit of following this simple 
procedure: 
 
• Monitor plants regularly. Isolate newly purchased plants until you are sure they are bug free.  
   We could all do a better job in this area. Don’t let the excitement of a few new plants get the  
   best of you. Always isolate first. 
 
• Practice prevention. Since mites favor dry, dusty conditions, keep the plants free of dust and     
   the humidity high to discourage them from multiplying.  
   My best procedure is blasting or washing off my plant leaves each day. 
 
• As soon as you find signs of an infestation, use the lowest toxic level of treatment.  
  Watch for ants at the same time. Ants = aphids 
 
• Move to more toxic chemical controls only if necessary and warranted.  
   If you catch mites early and give them a daily blasting this may not be necessary.  
   Pay attention. 
 
• Rotate miticides (chemical pesticides specifically designed to kill mites) so that they remain   
   effective. Mite infestations will quickly build up a tolerance to chemical poisons when             
   misused or overused. Read directions carefully before using any chemical product and use  
   recommended precautions! 
 
The most low tech and least toxic approach to treating mites is to spray under the leaves of the 
plants with a sharp jet of water. This method is effective but it requires persistence. Yet, even 
an occasional treatment will help retard the growth of mite populations. For best results, “hit” 
the plant twice a day for a week. I agree 100% with this statement. Blast away.  
Charles Black of Hidden Valley Hibiscus is a proponent of this method and offers a good 
discussion on mites on his website.  
See our website at www.acadianahibiscus.com under Hibiscus doctor. Exceptional pictures.  
Minimally toxic sprays include insecticidal soaps and horticultural oils. One product, Mite-
Rid, a neem oil based product, claims good results, but I have never used it. In our heat, oil-
based and soap sprays can be problematic. If they are applied too heavily, they suffocate the 
leaves, defoliating the plant. To avoid this from happening, spray in the “cool” of the evening 
and “wash off” the plants the next morning with a hose, especially when temperatures are over 
85 degrees. 
 

Should more aggressive chemical pesticides be necessary, consult your local nurseryman. Be 
sure and ask for a miticide. Not all chemicals are up to the challenge of mites. Among the 
newer products is Forbid. Some of our members, who have used it, report very positive 
results. Unfortunately, this product is very expensive. Fortunately, a little goes a long way. 
Even judicious spraying will not prevent leaves from yellowing and falling from an infested 
plant. Plants replace leaves once they have been damaged by spider mites, and chemical 

http://www.acadianahibiscus.com/


sprays will often hasten this process and sometimes contribute to it. Be patient, the plant will 
quickly send out a crop of new leaves to replace the fallen ones. If this doesn’t happen, the 
damage to the plant may have been more serious than anticipated. If the branches appear dry, 
scrape the bark to determine whether the plant is still alive. If it is still a healthy green 
beneath the bark, allow it more time to recover. Just be sure not to overwater a defoliated 
plant as excessive watering will likely compromise the root system and end up killing the 
plant. I have had excellent results using an aerosol can of Rose Pride by Ortho or Ferti-Lome’s 
indoor/outdoor bug spray. 
 

Watering in the Heat 
 

Watering well is critical to the health of hibiscus, especially during our intense summer heat. 
When possible, water in the mornings and let the plants dry out in the course of the day. This 
helps avoid fungus growth. But when you water, be sure to water thoroughly. One 
can easily rush along watering, fully convinced that the plants are being well watered. To 
make sure that I am doing a good job, I periodically turn a pot on its side and gently pull the 
plant out. Much to my dismay, I have found that on occasion the soil was wet only half way 
down. The bottom half of the plant was still dry.  This is an excellent procedure. Now do it!  
In short order, the plant’s root system could suffer major damage unless this situation is 
corrected. Simply flooding the plant with more water can compact the soil and suffocate the 
root system. More plants probably die of overwatering than from lack of water. So, what is one 
to do? 
If I have only a few plants, I like to place the problematic pots in a bucket of water, letting 
them absorb the water they need (this process requires 10 to 20 minutes depending of the size 
of the pot and the water level in the bucket). Let the air bubbles totally run out before you 
move on. But this method is impractical when one has lots of potted plants. So, if I know that 
a plant is having trouble getting enough water, I water twice. After watering normally, I move 
on to water my other plants. Then I return to the first plant and water it again now that it has 
had time to absorb the first dose of water. Generally this does the trick. 
 
This past year Dupont nursery introduced a new product to their watering regimen to help 
improve root growth and to hinder the fungus that promotes root rot. The product is called 
Watermax. It is produced by a company called “Clean Grow.” (Click on the link to find their 
home page: http://www.cleangrow.com/watermax/). According to their website: “Watermax 
is a noninvasive neutral pH water treatment for use in all greenhouse and hydroponic 
systems. By inhibiting the formation of scale, mineral deposits, and bio-film Watermax will 
dramatically improve sanitation. Watermax promotes healthy, faster growing plants through 
increased oxygen, calcium, and magnesium intake. Watermax is a safe alternative to toxic and 
corrosive chemicals.” It is a relatively cheap product that is used in only small amounts. 
Amazon sells Watermax, so it is readily available.  
**I have not tried this product but I’ll order some and report back my findings. 
 

Keep your plants happy and they will continue to reward you through the 

summer……….Buddy 

 



 

For your viewing pleasure….. 
      A few of the Head Table Winners at the Red Stick Hibiscus Show 
 

           
 

         
 

         
 

         



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Have something you would like to share with the members in the newsletter? 

Submit it by the 15
th

 of the month to your  

Newsletter Editor, Ann Peltier @ ann@acadianahibiscus.com. 

 

2018 MBAC Board 
 

President ~ Ryan Perry ~ 504-352-6091 ~ rperry123@gmail.com 

Vice President ~ Connie Chauvin – 337-339-1959 – sweetie4559@gmail.com 

Secretary ~ Ann Peltier – 337-781-4992 – ann@acadianahibiscus.com 

Treasurer ~ Buddy Short ~ 337-278-0946 ~ buddy@acadianahibiscus.com 

Member Liaison ~ Tucker Plaisance ~ 985-856-5291 ~ tuckerplaisance@gmail.com 

Past President – Sandy Scheuermann ~ 337-849-5388 ~ sbs2948@gmail.com 

 

 

Show Drawing Winners 

Raffle - Painted Sky Tree 
Tina Martin 

 
Name That Seedling 

Erin Kramer 
 

Connie’s  
Military Artwork 
Mike Broussard 

 
Thomas Gaspard’s Cross 

Jimmy Field 

 

See Show Pictorial 
Below For Head Table 

Photos & More 
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